
HOW TO CHALLENGE AN IMMIGRATION REFUSAL BY STARTING AN APPLICATION 
FOR LEAVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW AT THE FEDERAL COURT OF CANADA

60 day deadline from date 
of receipt of decision

DID YOU INDICATE IN YOUR APPLICATION 
THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE REASONS 

FOR THE REFUSAL OF YOUR APPLICATION?

DID YOU INDICATE IN YOUR APPLICATION THAT 
YOU HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED THE REASONS 
FOR THE REFUSAL OF YOUR APPLICATION? 

15 day deadline from date 
of receipt of decision

PERFECT AND FILE APPLICATION FOR LEAVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW

30 day deadline

30 day deadline

RECEIVE RESPONDING MATERIALS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

30 days later

SUBMIT A REPLY TO THE RESPONDING MATERIALS (if required)

10 day deadline

WAIT FOR A FEDERAL COURT JUDGE TO RENDER A LEAVE DECISION
(Judge will consider whether there is an arguable matter,

and whether this should proceed to a hearing)

LEAVE IS DENIED BY THE COURT
LEAVE IS GRANTED BY THE JUDGE 

AND A HEARING IS SCHEDULED

YOUR APPLICATION IS CLOSED, 
AND YOU HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE 

TO CHALLENGE THE REFUSAL

COMMENCE AN APPLICATION FOR LEAVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW 
AT THE FEDERAL COURT

JUDICIAL 
REVIEW 

FLOWCHART

Contact Hummingbird Law at (905) 731-1911   |   info@hummingbirdlaw.com   |  www.hummingbirdlaw.com

YOUR APPLICATION WAS REFUSED OVERSEAS
(i.e. by a Canadian visa office at 

an Embassy or High Commission)

YOUR APPLICATION WAS REFUSED INLAND
(i.e. by a Canadian immigration office in Canada)

RECEIVE THE REASONS FOR THE REFUSAL 
FROM IMMIGRATION (CALLED THE "RULE 9 
REASONS"). THESE WILL BE SENT TO YOU 

AFTER YOU START YOUR APPLICATION

90 days later (approx)

DECISION: 
APPLICATION FOR JUDICIAL 

REVIEW DENIED

DECISION: 
APPLICATION FOR JUDICIAL 

REVIEW GRANTED

APPLICATION IS CLOSED - 
YOU HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE 

TO CHALLENGE THE REFUSAL

YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE SENT 
BACK TO THE ORIGINAL VISA 

OFFICE TO BE RECONSIDERED BY 
ANOTHER OFFICER

APPLICATION REFUSED:
YOU HAVE THE OPTION OF 
STARTING THE JUDICIAL 
REVIEW PROCESS AGAIN

APPLICATION 
GRANTED

A TYPICAL APPLICATION FOR LEAVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW CAN TAKE BETWEEN 6-9 MONTHS TO RESOLVE
Every case is unique, and though the above is a useful overview of the JR process, it is for general informational purposes, 

and not to be construed as legal advice. If you need assistance with an immigration refusal, contact an experienced immigration lawyer today.

HEARING


